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and Tanganyika can only ease this problem to a very
limited extent: while measures to prevent disease can only
intensify it if they assist the population to grow while the
mass of the people continues to misuse the land. It is lack
of modern knowledge which is the chief cause of poverty,
which lowers health standards, which makes universal
education for children impossibly expensive, and which
denies to Africans quick progress towards the full measure
of self-government they should enjoy. The vicious circle of
rural poverty, sub-health and illiteracy endangers every
scheme for African development and may well be held to
justify exceptional measures. In Britain few people would
dream of criticizing the compulsory education of their
children or compulsory service in time of war. Their
value to the community is fully recognized. The need in
Africa for the education of African communities is at least
as great, and compulsion might be equally well justified if
we sincerely believe that it is the only means by which the
goal of a new and better Africa can be most quickly
reached.
It has been suggested that the problem might be solved
by the introduction for young men of a period of compul-
sory community service for a period of not less than six
months, which would need to be timed so as not to inter-
fere with the farming season. During this period of service
they would work at urgent projects for the conservation
and improvement of the land, such as dam construction,
afforestation, contour ridging and pasture improvement,
which cannot possibly be financed at present if they have
to be done by labour paid from government revenue. Thus
, , . the youth of each tribe would learn, by doing, that the
conservation of the land was their own responsibility, and not
just the Government's. By bringing together in camps for six
months or a year not only the great mass of young men who
have had no schooling but the privileged few who have, no
greater contribution could be made towards breaking down